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B: Hello, I’m Jes Baldeweg-Rau. 

P: And I’m Ellie Portillo. 

B: And we’re here with Kenny Easton. 

E: Henry. 

B: Henry Easton, I apologize . . . we are with the Samuel Proctor Oral History 

Program from the University of Florida, and if you could state your name and 

spell it for the recording.  

E: My name is Henry—you want my middle name too? 

B: It’s up to you. 

E: Henry E. Easton. S-H-E-N-R-Y, E—the middle name—and Easton; E-A-S-T-O-N. 

B: Fantastic. And today is October 23rd, 2014, and we’re going to start off just by 

asking some— 

P: And we’re in Christ Church, Virginia—at Christ Church Parish. 

B: And just general information about yourself like your birthplace, when you were 

born . . . 

P: I was born March 26, 1945 at Revis, Virginia. I was born upstairs in my 

grandmother’s house and . . . I wasn’t born in the hospital, I had a midwife—so I 

hear, I don’t know but’s what my parents told. I moved just a mile or two from my 

birth-place when I was nineteen months old I understand until about seventeen. 
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And that area is known as—I was between Churchville, Virginia and Warner, 

Virginia—you had two post-offices is a lot at Churchville. And I spent most of 

my time there until . . . 2005. Believe it or not, 2005 I retired from teaching at 

Middlesex High School in Saluda, and it put up a new house on the same 

property and that’s where we are now. That’s probably all I can tell you about the 

birth [laughter] 

P: You said you grew up there, did—and then you taught—did you do to school in 

that area as well? 

E: I got my education right in Virginia—in Middlesex here. The elementary school 

was called Mount Zion School and the church was Mount Zion Church right 

across the road, but I—when I was at my grandmother’s house where I was born, 

me and my cousin we used to walk to school, to the elementary school, we 

went—think that was the grades one through . . . one through four . . . might be 

five, one through five. Six and seven grade we went to another school called 

Union Shallow in . . . six and seven grade there. In Union Shallow we went to 

St. Clair Walker he live in just outside of Ku Klux—I guess is in Ku Colonel we 

call it, outside of Saluda, that’s where I got my high school education . . . you 

want me to go further? 

B: Well it seems that you got most of your education in this relative region? 

E: Oh yes. 

B: So being a teacher now, what would you say is the biggest difference receiving 

an education here and now being on the end of that? 
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E: I guess they . . . was a lot of differences . . . when I receiving an education 

computers were not in the picture and we . . . during the elementary days until 

high school—I think my first school was one, two . . . four months school. And it 

was kind of lazy, you look forward to moving from one side of the classroom to 

the next side for a grade, and that continued until you in the fifth grade. Then it 

was real exciting, wow you we going to move them to sixth and seventh grade in 

another school, and then high school we had eight through twelve. And that was 

exciting, changing classes and all that, and then when I became a teacher I said, 

well—it started out with mainly—I guess you could say I was a science teacher. 

So we did our own experiments, we used the environmental to try and make life 

interesting and . . . but the basis was your textbook, your homework, it was a lot 

of lecture. I used to try to change from that, but I found out that I still believe a 

certain percent of lectures is necessary for the students whereas as I got along 

towards the end of my career as a teacher the thing was computers. And they 

were pushing, you need to use the computer to excite the kids and I guess there 

is some truth to that because kids use computers to communicate to people too 

much. And so we started using computers, and then me not coming from a 

computer age, I had to catch up on computers and I said, in a few years I’ll be 

out of this getting ready to retire in four or five years and I won’t have to deal with 

it. And then I find out that I couldn’t—I had to deal with the computers so . . . took 

computer classes in every week our school was—our school was giving you 

another computeral experience with this, and I haven’t learned the first one to 

myself. Anyway I got a computer and I’d go home and my homework was taking 
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out this computer and because I didn’t come along the computer age—I never 

wanted to, well I wanted to but—I always try to figure, well how does this work? 

Finally I got over the fact that my instructor always told me, don’t worry about 

how it works, just do what you have to do, do what it says and that’s what I did 

and I got to be able to use a computer quite well. I guess the computer is the 

biggest difference when I was being taught and me teaching, I went through a lot 

of computer stuff as a biology major and an earth science major. At the high 

schools [inaudible 7:55] science teacher for a long time that’s certified. I did okay 

with the earth science and a lot, but I was a biology major originally and we used 

to dissect frogs in . . . what’s the name of the song? Sometimes I was discussing 

about cruelty to animals and things like that, but not too much about the—

dissection went from actually hands on to you look at a computer and see about 

the dissection and then the kids get tested on the dissection of the frog so they 

missed out on the hands-on experience. I guess that’s the—so the computers 

were more involved in the—I guess the—I would say more involved in the 

[inaudible 8:48]. They were years more [inaudible 8:52] a human, and I guess it’s 

still that way. Many chemicals that we used we had to take out of the storage 

room because [inaudible 9:04] about chemicals that were toxic and dangerous to 

the environment so we really cleaned out our laboratory when I was in the high 

school. Lots of things we had like mercury was definitely taken out and—I guess 

before there was more knowledge about mercury. We used to pull a little bit out 

and take pennies and rub it in the mercury and all come out shining, you know 

the nickels and so. We realized that was a problem and most everybody did it. 
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And just some things that we used to do like hands-on which you don’t do now so 

you don’t use a lot of chemicals that we used to use, so that’s—I guess—that 

would be the basic difference, everything is kind of computerized and you got 

more knowledge about what’s toxic and what’s not toxic, that kind of thing.  

P: So then what interested you in teaching? Because if it’s not the—you see all 

these differences now but back when you began to teach—or thought about 

teaching. 

E: Yeah, that was a difficult choice. I first started—when I was in high school we had 

three years to be undecided about what we wanted to do in life. On your fourth 

year you had to kind of be real serious about what you’re thinking about doing. In 

your senior year you had to tell your advisor what you plan to do when you 

graduate, and I think that should come back into play these days because you 

can get a sense of what they want to do or try. And the funny thing about it, I was 

down to my junior year and I still hadn’t decided what I wanted to do so my 

advisor said, well you’ll have to tell me something tentatively. So when I came to 

Roseville, I wanted to be a professional race car driver! 

B:  [laughter] 

P: [laughter] 

E: I thought about it for a long time and that was—I guess it’s something I’m 

interested in. And at the time I was a bit serious about pursuing that and by the 

time she finished laying me out through a whole class period, I said maybe I have 

to find something to tell her and I thought about it. What am I good at? And so I 
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said, well I know. I like science and I’m good at science, I’m telling her to be a 

science teacher. So when I went into my senior year I tell my advisors—they 

said, have you decide, and I said yes. She said, nothing silly, and I said, well 

yeah. So she said, well what do you want to do? I said when I graduate this year, 

I’m going to college and I’m going to be a science teacher when I come out. And 

so I missed another class period because she was—she kept—[inaudible 12:36] 

and crazy, but I made a good choice. Then when I graduated from high school, 

you know how you—I don’t know if you all felt it or not, but money comes and 

you don’t have to school and you say, wow I’m really out of school. So I thought 

about it and I was sitting on the steps at my home and I said, you know I really 

need to decide seriously what I’m going to do, I think I’m going to try [inaudible 

13:11] be a science teacher, so I went to school and—my old science teacher 

was a professor Northwood State and he—I stayed with him a couple hours and 

he talked and told—he was kind of happy. I was happy—he was a biology 

teacher. I went that route and I came out with a biology degree and I came back, 

got a job back here in the county [inaudible 13:51]. I would not want to teach 

anywhere else except Middlesex if I were going to teach. And I had a couple 

other jobs too before teaching, I was analyzed [inaudible 14:06] chemical for 

about a year, and got married. And I decided I got a job at the Northwood Health 

Department. And I was a sanitarium [inaudible 14:28-14:30], we can just call it 

health inspector [laughter], that’s what everybody calls it. I worked there for a 

couple of years and then once I started a family I wanted to raise my kids here, 

Newells rather than Northwood. My wife and I moved back [inaudible 14:54-
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14:55] Middlesex and I got a job teaching here. She later on, she got a job a year 

after me because—we both had a job in the same school at the high school, but 

at that times—I think it’s in the [19]60’s . . . was it [19]68 . . . a husband and wife 

couldn’t teach [inaudible 15:17]. So she got a job at the Rappahannock 

Community College here and she worked there—it was in [19]62, the president 

of the college and she was responsible for printing out the program and 

everything, taking dictation for him. And then after a year she went back to 

school and got her a Master’s in Elementary Ed. and so she started teaching in 

Elementary School from then on. And that’s how we end up on—I end up 

teaching, and I actually like teaching, I like working with kids and keeping them 

off tracks in terms of trying to figure me out, you always get a good response 

from them. When I came to class each year when I get a new group of students I 

can see their eyes kind of trying to figure me out, I’m trying to figure them out and 

so I would tell, I said, okay . . . you’re trying to figure me out, I am trying to figure 

you out, okay, putting that on the table. I said, you do what you’re supposed to 

do, I’ll do what I’m supposed to do and we won’t have any problems, you don’t 

know who I am. I used to tell them, these are things I don’t want you to do that’ll 

make me mad, and they looked at me, and wow. And I said, well as long I keep 

the kids off base, I can deal with them because they’re wondering what I’m going 

to do next. I just enjoy it, I have not any regrets on teaching. I enjoy the kids all 

the way until I was retired in 2005, but my goal was when I get sixty years old 

whatever it is, I’m going to retire. I actually retired at sixty because my wife retired 

two years ahead of me and I said, well it’s time for somebody else to take this 
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computer aid and go out. Some of the things that are different from what I got, I 

had to have a website and parents would call and want to know, I need Johnny’s 

homework for two weeks because we are going on a vacation and sometimes I 

was a week ahead it would have been better if they had just told me give them 

more assignments in two weeks because sometimes I had really this—really 

decide basically on a solid point what I wanted to do in the next two weeks, 

maybe two or three days ahead. So I just—sixty’s going to be a good time to 

retire so, and that’s what I did. I see some of the kids that I knew all the time I 

guess [inaudible 18:37] and sometimes they run up to you in the supermarket 

and we run into each other. But we never had any real, really serious problems 

with teaching, you know you’re always have an [inaudible 18:51] parent here or 

there, or student go home to tell . . . tell the parents their side and not what the 

real deal is, but maybe once or twice in life teaching. But overall I enjoy it, and I 

knew most of the—[inaudible 19:08] cause I knew what to put down all the 

students’ parents [laughter] when I was teaching. But I would say as the years 

got closer to retirement, there were a lot of people whose kids ran school that I 

didn’t—I didn’t know them because they had moved here, and so I had to find out 

where they lived and whatever. We meet the parent sometimes doing PTA 

meetings and things like that, watching how—sometimes we didn’t have a lot of 

the ones you wanted to see, you didn’t see them. So I guess it’s the—when I was 

taught, I guess it was a little—life was faster in the faster lane and when I was 

being taught it was its own . . . learning, I guess factual things and a lot of edict 

about what you should do in life, your mannerism, setting goals, that kind of thing 
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along with your work. So that’s about the essence of the education, but you know 

charming from [inaudible 20:22], ask anything else. 

B: Well how many years was again that you’ve been teaching? 

E: I taught for thirty-four years. 

B: Thirty-four years. So looking back when you started teaching as opposed to now, 

you already touched on the technological differences since then, but outside that 

what would you say is the biggest difference from when you started to today? 

E: I would say in my perspective the biggest difference was I guess lack of . . . we 

had a lot of—we didn’t have that much control over our students when I first 

started. It was more of a parent-teacher relationship, students had more respect 

for teachers, and as the years went through that one [inaudible 21:31]. You know 

they—respect for teachers, you know if it’s the teacher desk you know, no one 

really bothers the teacher’s desk, but as I went over sometimes I come in and 

one kid just looking through my desk and I said, what are you doing? Listen well, 

I’m not doing anything, I’m just looking. I said, but that’s my desk, I’m not looking 

through your locker or your bag, we got our reports here, we need to separate on 

that. You leave my desk alone and I won’t go into your book bag or anything. And 

I make a joke of it, hey if you see the sign, drop it. [laughter] And you know we 

got along on that, but I noticed he won’t . . . it’s just that teachers didn’t have 

much say-so really on discipline things. And I also—I guess when I went to 

school there wasn’t too much special education. If a kid couldn’t read, he just 

stayed in that class until he decided to quit or whatever because they were 
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having problems everywhere else. There wasn’t very much specialty for them 

unless they were totally handicapped and had to go to maybe a special school 

just to maybe learn how to talk, or if it’s a discipline they went to . . . a juvenile 

school. And that was it, there was not extensive, I guess, concern about special 

ed. Since I’ve been teaching I know one year, maybe about ten years before I 

retired, I noticed that special ed. was a big thing and God great that’s good to 

help the students as much as you can. Along with the special help you also count 

a time teachers’ hands in terms of maybe getting keeping control of your class, 

and I was thinking well they should all be in special classes, which they were, but 

then they said [inaudible 24:16]. Put the students with special problems in your 

regular classes, and in many instances the distraction was so bad I felt, it’s hard 

to maintain a class because you have—the kid has so much, the special ed. kids 

had so much privilege—power. Okay if we had a child rewarded to just—what’s 

the term they have now . . . autistic. Sometimes autistic kids are smart but then 

they want to get in the shoe boxes, scoot around in the corner somewhere and 

you have to kind of let them do it that because they are acting out on whatever. 

And if you have a classroom you know that’s going to be a little distraction, so 

you got to educate your regular students that this is okay, let’s keep focused on 

the class, so it made it hard to keep your classroom’s attention. And the other 

thing you understand, you have a lot more responsibility then sometimes you 

can handle being a one person in the class and, okay at most. Johnny can’t—he 

can’t take notes so you need to get him a copy of notes so he can have them to 

take home and whatever, and it just overwhelms you a little bit. And finally, I 
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guess the complaints. Often teachers we got to have teachers’ aids, and that 

made things a lot better where you had someone who could work with the 

student. One time we had a problem and then the student may not have liked the 

aid, and then there was confrontation and we tried to settle that. So that’s 

something that I noticed over the years and it’s still—special need is still a big 

portion of school, and the computers. So that’s probably the two things that make 

have been different from the earlier years of teaching. And some of it, I tried to 

get the student to—special ed. student the benefit of the doubt for everything, but 

sometimes they cross the line where they knew that they were doing things 

wrong and they did it because they had—they knew that nothing was going to 

happen. I didn’t have a real big problem with that . . . you basically say, okay is 

this what you want to do, okay go ahead, just go and act out and we’re going to 

watch you for a few minutes. They usually settle on back in and . . . but they—I 

saw a lot of teachers who were literally in tears because they didn’t know what to 

do. I guess that was the biggest part in my later part of teaching is wondering 

what I do here to make sure we can integrate everybody into the classroom and 

[inaudible 27:48] about S.O.Ls or [inaudible 27:50]. I guess that was the third role 

of things just to give you a little more pressure. When you’re a science teacher 

you know you want to teach just to pass your S.O.Ls and you didn’t get the 

student to pass their S.O.L you might have a little talking to. But, I complained to 

my principle and on the school board [inaudible 28:18] about, I’m a regular 

teacher and I had over fifty percent of my class was special ed. I only had a few 

regular students and I said, well I’m going to need some help, two aids! So that I 
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can intern one, give them all the attention that they need and teach the classes. 

And then at the end of the year, I just told them, I’m not going to be able to fulfill 

the S.O.L scores because I can’t these students ready by May to pass an S.O.L 

assessment. The reading problem, I got to deal with it. Somebody needs to try to 

get them ready to read and so [inaudible 29:12] so those were problems that I 

encountered in the later years. Fortunately after that I only had—I think all my 

kids passed their S.O.Ls and when I had this big class of special ed. students, a 

student came to me from, I guess—what do you call it—special schools 

[inaudible 29:40] in Boston to your—and they came in for the S.O.L and I had like 

one or two that took the S.O.Ls after I finished [inaudible 29:53], dropped my 

S.O.L down one below the standard, that happened one year and after that I 

think I said, you know we need to do something, and I always pushed for it. 

Every students special, but if they need help, give them the help they need until 

they can get to the point where they can read or whatever, but it was a thing if 

they . . . if they’re there, they need to take the test anyway and that’s—you can’t 

keep a score level up if you got a lot S.O.L students who can’t read or . . . you 

know that would make a problem. I don’t know whether they ever solved it, but 

that was the only year I had that I spent a lot of extra time of thinking of doing it 

and stay—I thought I lived at that school, you know I’d bring kids in for help and 

they had one or two days a week where kids could come in and they would 

bused home, stay after school for help on S.O.L or whatever. So I think the 

system is working on it but you got to take things the way they are. That’s 

probably the biggest difference I see when I was in a lot later years then when I 
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was in my beginning years. I guess, when was it, maybe, from the [19]70’s until . 

. . maybe [19]90, it wasn’t too bad. But after the [19]90’s it’s like you’re getting 

into like a lot of things you slapping yourself, oh, computers now? Ouch! Special 

eds? Owe. And then you got— and then discipline is hard to—discipline, not that 

I would want to discipline a student but . . . our teaching didn’t have much . . . you 

didn’t have any leeway about discipline these days. If a kid wants to act out a 

little bit they usually have the upper hand because of [inaudible 32:18]. If I’m a 

parent that has some pull in them, neat and wealthy, and I’ll come in and I’d say, 

I won’t you to—I don’t want your kid to do attention noise, not going to go. If I 

raised you [inaudible 32:36] the student wins. And that’s something I . . . just 

love patting and [inaudible 32:48-32:50] so, I mean it’s part of life sometimes, 

but that’s some things that makes life even more difficult for you as a teacher. 

You should be able to talk to your child, your student. You should be able to go to 

a parent and they find out for real what’s going on before the jump and you 

always blame the teachers. That didn’t exist in my—I guess up until eight, nine, 

ten Christian years, you just saw that kind of thing going on more and more in the 

late years. So when I ready to retire, I said well I’m going to miss it but I’m glad—

I want to take life in the slow lane, so that’s it. 

P: Do you see that type influence from maybe those students that had more 

wealthier families in Middlesex specifically or just in the general—in the teaching 

world? 

E: Talked to colleagues and a lot of them had that problem too, but I guess saw it in 

Middlesex first hand. Some of them weren’t wealthy, they came in and my 
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parent—my child doesn’t do anything wrong! [laughter] And so when you get that 

you got to watch out. You may have a little battle until you prove yourself 

innocent of the situation, you don’t get—if a parent comes in and jumps you 

you’re not going to have administration jumping with the teacher all the time. It’s 

just I had good principals and superintendents when I was there, I guess they 

kind of confided me and they didn’t just jump with whoever yelled the loudest.  

P: So I know you also mentioned that you—if you ever taught you would want to 

teach in Middlesex? 

E: Yeah, I always felt that I should give back to the county where I got my 

education. 

P: Could you maybe talk about what that experience was like growing up in 

Middlesex and why you wanted to come back? 

E: Well one thing, I like Middlesex. I always liked the rural areas, I never wanted to 

stay in the urban areas, and that’s one thing. It is more peaceful, great for racing 

German, and I just felt that this would be something that I could contribute to 

back to my county rather than go somewhere else, that’s my main reason. I just 

felt I should give my services to the county where I was educated.  

B: So being in this community for so long—we already discussed the changes 

you’ve seen in the teaching profession—what changes have you seen in the 

community in general? 

E: Changes are slow, but our population has grown. We have two stop lights in the 

county now. 
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B & P: [laughter] 

E: The traffic lights. There are a few things that are—another way to say it—I guess 

you would say progress is being made in the county because we have more 

people moving into Middlesex from other areas and it makes it where it’s a 

different population of people, they demand other things, more things, which 

pushes the county forward. We have this food line store up in Saluda. That was a 

big, a big, big push, I mean there was a war to get that store up here and so you 

know—once it got there people who complaining, love it too, they go to the store. 

We’re having—we’re making slow progress, we’re getting a few more businesses 

. . . things are, I guess you could say, we’re getting a little more modern they we 

used to be. Some places in this county now you can go to and find the same 

thing as in another area. For an example, small step, we have a Hardee’s. 

B & P: [laughter] 

E: And it’s [inaudible 37:57] 

B: We’ve noticed. 

E: [laughter] [inaudible 38:00] We’ve never had a fast-food. Some things are just 

increasing all we have here. I guess, a car-wash, that’s one. And there’s other 

businesses that are being competitive, we’re getting more competitive with 

surrounding areas of making progress in a lot of things. There small but their 

showing a big increase for what it used to be. And I got a feeling that in the future 

we’re going to be more of a—we’re going to get into tourism more. A lot of talk 

about that because there are a lot of things juicy in Middlesex. Actually . . . not 
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the first week in November but I guess the second—four week in November—

we’re having something. We’ve been having it for a long time now, something 

called the Urbana Oyster Festival, it brings like a hundred and some-thousand 

people, maybe a hundred and eighty-thousand people come into that little town. 

And a lot of people get to see some of the area, and they just buy, they say I like 

it here and they all buy so it’s a real opportunity for our people in real estate 

[laughter], hey show you around somewhere and buy things. And people just 

kind of like the area, many people who want to get away from the hustle-and-

bustle and they say, jeez this is a nice area now. Our taxes our gradually going 

up, but at least still on the cheap end I would say. When I say the cheap end, 

they’re not really that cheap, but compared to all the areas we have a low tax 

rate.  

B: What was that festival? 

E: Urbana Oyster Festival. 

B: Okay, and what is that include? 

E: Oysters in all kinds of ways. Farmers’ parade on Friday, big parade on Saturday, 

and tons of vendors from all over, but they basically push oysters. You know you 

can go down the street and there’s popcorn and there’s cotton-candy and there’s 

oyster fritters, and fried oysters, and stewed oysters, and you name it. That’s a 

little something that helps . . . I guess. It’s like an advertisement itself to the 

county and a lot of people get the [inaudible 41:02] set on this county. So kind of 

liking this you know, and it’s good for the business people to make their money 
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selling [inaudible 41:12] tourism is good to me. I think there’s going to be an 

increase in there because we got a lot of things to actually show people that we 

don’t live here don’t take—it’s not a big deal for us, but for a lot of people it is a 

big deal . . . you know, to our farm, a big farms, see what goes on, that kind of 

thing. It’s what I’m seeing. 

P: Would you say that locals as yourself go to the Oyster Festival and things that 

the county puts on, or is it more just for tourists? 

E: It’s a mixture for the Oyster Festival. A lot of locals go because they see some of 

their friends who come from good distances to be here and that’s all like a 

reunion thing. And then many of us, when that day comes we—we’re at your 

front yard, I don’t know if you stay in there in town or your house and you take off 

[laughter], so it’s a bunch of mixture. 

P: And what would you say that locals do in the community sense that come 

together? Do you have of sort of like a Fall festivals, or is there anything like that 

that’s more community? 

E: For the community we have, well a lot of church activities. The would put on like I 

think for Halloween that’s a lot of churches that have—they put on haunted 

houses for kids and things like that. There’s always something going on on 

Sunday; singing group or whatever, along with church early in the morning. But 

we have . . . well sometimes there’s car shows and motorcycles that different civil 

organizations sponsor, sometimes churches sponsors those on Saturdays. We 

have, well you know fishing of course is a big deal when the fishing season 
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people go fishing. They also have people—a lot of people—have boats that they 

captain of and they carry out fishing [inaudible 43:55] and that kind of thing. You 

know a lot still go on in terms of leaving out of county for—to see something else 

I guess, a lot of things. But many times you find good deals right here because 

the merchants are getting savvy and be competitive, you don’t have to go to 

Gloucester, they got it here and the same price [laughter]. So that’s kind of 

keeping people here, you know it’s still kind of traditional. Saturday—Friday, 

Saturday it’s time to go grocery shopping and do whatever you got to do and . . . 

what else . . . and dealing with lower laxation, people sitting on their own. It all 

depends on who you know, some people do a lot of entertainment in their own 

house or something with their friends, could be weekend, weekday, sing 

sometimes, but it depends on—there will be a song like your own little group that 

we have. But overall . . . I guess it was just kind of—we don’t have anything 

really, really special that we just say, you got to like . . . the Oyster Festival, that’s 

kind of really attention drawn because so many people come in here and been 

here for two days and there gone. But overall, it’s just routine, routine business 

as usual. And people go where they have to go or do what they want to do, 

there’s no set time. They’ll maybe go somewhere and then come back home and 

relax, whatever. Me myself, I’m a motorcyclist. 

B: Really? 

E: Yeah, I ride with some of my neighbors. We get together and we just ride 

somewhere, you know it might be—that’s nothing big I want to say, but this is my 

relaxation when you get two or three brothers and you really ride all over the 
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county, or ride when you down the lower in here, we’ll keep what we’re doing 

and go cross that white stone bridge or whatever. Going around Tappahannock, 

Virginia, make a circle and be happy. That’s the day when we made a ride and 

sit there and talk a little bit and everybody shoot someone and then on their 

merry-way. Some of us are originally—I still got my race car. I do have one 

[laughter] I’m not going to the track or nothing, but it’s a [inaudible 47:00] car. 

Mustang, [19]88 Mustang. 

B: Looks like you lived out your childhood dream after all.  

E: [inaudible 47:09] Every now and then I take it out and—she would blow it up but 

[inaudible 47:18] 

B & P: [laughter] 

E: [inaudible 47:21-47:23] cars too so, sometimes we go to ride to ride for a little 

bit. And just take a half-hour and we go and ride somewhere and come on back. 

Mostly after you take a ride, you talking a little bit and you then you go about your 

business. So most of the stuff we do is nothing special, it’s just routine [laughter]. 

It’s just routine. 

B: So you’d say the festival and the scenery are two big things that really bring 

outside attention that would bring in tourism. Would you also the historical 

relevance of this region would also bring in a lot of attention? 

E: Oh yeah. 
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B: And then is there any sort of historical connection that you, your family has, or 

stories that you’ve been told regarding this region in general? 

E: Yes. A lot of people are sometimes talk with older people who have been here, 

they’ll tell you—tell me about things, how it used to be and slowing down, some 

of it’s interesting. The town over Banner, used to talk to a gentleman there . . . 

he had a whole lot of property in Banner, and it wasn’t—and I guess it wasn’t—

interesting to him so he sold it off, but he had a lot of property in Banner. These, 

I guess historical parts of the wars, who stopped where when they had the Civil 

War, some of that touched in Middlesex, it’s interesting. It’s interesting to know 

Larry Chunning he works at the Sentinel office gathered a lot of information in 

that. We have a lot of history in terms of a slaves that were here and how they 

got the names and so on. And if you delve into what it’s kind of interesting. A lot 

of us would go through the—what do you call it—the historical society meeting 

[inaudible 49:59 – 50:02]. Anyhow I would get to the computer and they roll along 

and dig back on your family history and who your relatives are, like . . . I forget 

the lady’s name right now—her married name—but she was Doctor Polson’s 

daughter. He is a dentist here in the county, only black dentist in the county. Well 

he used to tell me—I used to go down and get my tooth pulled and get history, 

but only about my family. The Easton’s come from a place called Sunbury, North 

Carolina, and he said no. Your family had a really big farm down here and he 

was telling me all about it and I met an aunt of mine way down the line and she 

wanted to take me down there and unfortunately she passed before we had the 

chance to [inaudible 51:03]. But he used to tell me about a lot of my family’s 
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history. You know, sometimes you get around people—that’s when we’re all like, 

talking with the older people and tell you some things that maybe you don’t know, 

that was kind of interesting. And every time I go to get my tooth pulled or 

cleaned, he says, don’t you I’m your cousin boy? [laughter] No, and I’d make him 

mad a little bit, and he’s just, I am! [laughter] He would tell me about my home, 

my family, the concern there. My [inaudible 51:44] Easton, but if I go to Sunbury, 

North Carolina I have to try to find a Eason, E-A-S-O-N, Eason. My great-great 

grandfather moved to Virginia and I don’t know what happened, but he changed 

his name to Easton with a t on it and so all of us in this area are Easton and go to 

Sunbury, you got to find an Eason, and I found some of the. We can’t prove that 

we are related, but they end up becoming the same—they said, well my folks 

came from Sunbury, North Carolina, and I said, yo my relatives did too. Then I 

asked my father about it and he wanted to go down there, always cut and go. If 

you want [inaudible 52:44] go and get things done, people pass away and you 

never get to do it. I’ve been through there a couple of times and checked around 

and I found that my wife’s sister married an Eason. That was my sister’s 

husband, his mother was an Eason. And we got together and you know I never 

really put it down to you know get some real facts about it, we just talked about it. 

We get a lot of history around here about your family and there was . . . like 

where you’re born, you know like I was telling you of? That works pretty well too, 

so I don’t know what. That’s basically how we get history, about talking to people 

and I’m glad you folks are doing that. Just talking to people in the area, especially 

older people, you get a lot of the information, and I know I did [laughter]. You 
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know my grandmother used to tell me about—we had something called . . . I 

think that’s a remnant of it up there. I was only seventeen, about the slave market 

trade [inaudible 54:11-54:12] and she was telling me about it and I going to pass 

me some [inaudible 54:16] it does look like one. And, that’s a pull-down. Where I 

lived at after I moved on seventeenth, then behind our property—you know I 

used to always hear about going to the poor house? Well, sure enough I 

[inaudible 54:36] section of property called the poor house making. There was a 

poor house back there, I guess you’d call it a shelter, they called it a poor house 

when I was kid and before we’d see little beds all along in a little tick I guess in 

the pillow and people went there and they carried their personals and that’s 

where they stayed. I said, wow that was interesting. My father told me about that 

and several other people and my cousin and I we used to go back there till the 

thing disappeared. If I had known about how important history was, I probably 

would of taken some pictures and prove them all that there was poor house back 

there. It’s just things like that people don’t know about a lot of times. Cemeteries 

another place where we get a lot of information. It’s interesting about who is 

buried where in [inaudible 55:46]. You always can find something here in this 

county to [inaudible 55:51-55:52], we have a lot of [inaudible 55:56] shells here 

from ancient rivers and [inaudible 56:02] you always find them sometimes in the 

woods. It shows that that area was filled with water, I guess by me liking earth 

science that’s always interesting to me, but every now and then somebody puts 

forth effort and comes up with some discoveries. I don’t when that happened or 

not, some of the things . . . 
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P: Is there any other sort of things that your grandmother, your father used to tell 

you that stood out—would always stay with you? Stories and . . . 

E: I guess a little run-down of the history of the Eastons, you know they used to tell 

me about his aunts and his uncles and my great grandfather and so on down the 

line. He used to tease me about being short and my dad said, you have a lot of 

uncles that were over six foot. It’s just some things like that, because I didn’t 

know very many of them, most of them died out when I was six or seven 

[inaudible 57:21]. Some people I didn’t realize they were—the interest they had in 

the harbors. Their used to be a man that—his deal was he made axe handles . . . 

that’s interesting, I thought that was interesting, but now a day you have to buy 

the whole axe it’s cheaper than go get a handle and put in the axe, but that his 

deal he made axe handles and I don’t think he charged for them, that was just his 

hobby making axe handles. You want an axe handle, you go to him and he’d 

gladly make you one, it’s kind of interesting. These people who are carpenters 

they get a lot of stuff that—I still look at these old houses with all trimming 

around the outer edges of the box, hand-mad trimmings, that was kind of 

interesting. And I had an uncle in the— at the house where I was born in Revis, 

he made toys. He had a piece of wood that he carved into a boat and he—the 

engine, there was an engine in it that wound up and it would go across the water 

bottle or something, old wind-up carts, he used those in the store. Yeah a lot of 

stuff and that was—I used to preserve it—tried to keep it preserved, but when my 

grandmother passed I think her husband—or maybe it was the second 

husband—when she passed his people came in and the stuff just disappeared 
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and heart-breaking but oh there was a lot of good history in that house, that kind 

of stuff. People collect things like knives and pistols, we supply some of the 

things that just ordinary family has. I’ll have a rifle that belonged to my great 

grandfather that the barrels is made out of wrap steel. He gave it to me, he said, 

that’s your great-grandfather’s rifle, I doubt you can find shells for it [laughter] 

[inaudible 1:00:06] old barrel [laughter]. But stuff like that you find talking to 

people, they’ll tell you things you didn’t realize. I used to see [inaudible 1:00:21] 

on TV, but not—my grandmother had a—had I dared you to have a double barrel 

to it [laughter], pearl handle. Some of the stuff of the stuff that was in the house 

that I didn’t realize; great-grandfather’s uniform, his bugle horn, there was so 

much stuff there I wish I could of gotten, carried up into the museum [inaudible 

1:00:54]. 

P: Your great-grandfather was in the military, or army? 

E: Mmhm, he was in the army.  

P: What was his rank or what was his role in the army? 

E: He was a sergeant. We used to put his uniform on as kids, asked him if we could 

play with it and grandma said yes, make sure you put it back and fold it back, and 

then there’s a big old trunk that was our, I guess you call it, treasure thing, you 

go in and picked up stuff.  

B: When did he serve? 

E: Gosh, I don’t know. It was before . . . I would say it was before World War One, 

yeah. I don’t know, he may have been . . . probably before they had the real big 
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wars. His boots, he had some boots [laughter], interesting stuff. That’s the kind of 

thing you find in most families, they got something that was left from there great-

grandparents that they have.  

P: You would say that about this—I mean, Middlesex—that most families would 

have something like that? 

E: Middlesex, yeah. About every family has something that was left from their 

ancestors. There was guy that I was talking to, he was showing me some 

pictures, he had some really old pictures of his family when he was—I guess 

when they—the photographer put his head under this cloth and hold up the light 

and shoot the picture, and the frames were immaculate. You know how they 

used to have in the old days, they had the wooden frames that were polished? I 

said, wow [laughter]. Just talking to them I saw that, so it’s a lot of things goes 

on. I guess just—what do you call it? We are sort of a family oriented history 

[laughter], every family has some history to it all, tell you about all that they could 

tell you about. Hope this keeps going here, you got a lot? For all the people in 

the county to tell about their sections, what they did, yeah.  

P: So I know also that earlier you were talking about how—or throughout the 

interview—you were talking about how there is many newer grocery stores, 

newer places where you can buy things rather than making things, but do you 

think that here in Middlesex people still prefer or make their own things and sell 

with each—or trade with each other—or, is that still kind of a skill people 

practice? 
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E: It’s sort of a skill people practice now. I know . . . I used to make—help my 

mother make—quilts, you know it was not a big deal. When the time comes you 

have—you got to make two or three quilts, and the patch quilts. You we always 

say . . . any clothing that—instead of throwing away the rags cut up for a quilt 

patching. My wife’s mother used to make quilts [inaudible 1:04:43] and she was 

extremely good [inaudible 1:04:47. She made all of my wife’s clothes when she 

was going to school. The quilts are about the only thing I know in our family that 

we actually made. People make them now— 

E: I would say it’s something they have a hobby of, but they make it to, maybe, give 

to, raffle off or something like that. They don’t really sell them on a regular basis. 

Canning used to be a big deal in this county, still is for some people. People used 

to sell butter. They had a little [inaudible 1:05:43] woman, little old lady used to 

come by and she’d sell butter to my mother when I was small, used to buy 

homemade butter from her. But you know, that’s kind of gone now. It’s just 

something that somebody would do as a hobby. So mostly, old traditions of 

canning and doing various things, quilt-making, now it’s just a hobby, that 

sometimes either it’s made to raffle off or somebody’ll make it and say, I’m gonna 

donate this to the rescue squad or whatever, and they do a really more serious 

job than my other quilts.  

B: Could you talk to us a little bit more about your childhood, any notable memories 

you have from your time here as a child? 

E: Yeah. I spent most of the time at my grandmother’s house, where we put up a 

new house right now, even though it’s on 17, because I had two cousins over at 
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my grandmother’s that she was raising, her grandchildren. So I went over there 

every day [inaudible]. You don’t know want to know about toys? 

P: Sure. 

B: Absolutely. 

E: We made our own toys. 

B: Really? 

E: Yeah. 

B: For yourselves to play with? 

E: Uh-huh. That’s when we were, I should say, six and seven, maybe even eight. 

We’d take cans that had the top on it, like a molasses can or some type of can 

like that, punch a hole in the top and a hole in the bottom side, put a coat hanger 

through it, then you fill it with sand and put the top back on it. The wire would 

keep the top from coming off, and then you’d hook a string or a wire to it. You just 

pull that all day long.  

[Laughter] 

E: That was one. When you get really good, add another can. Sometimes we’d 

imagine we were tractor-trailer drivers, so we had sometimes six or eight cans on 

there and we’d pull that a while. We’d get a tractor-trailer hanging together. We’d 

make, I guess you call them, pop guns. You take a bush that has, I call it pith, in 

the center, and you hollow that out with a stick that actually fits down through 

there and shove it to the other end. It’s about that long. Once you find the size of 
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the stick, you get a stick that size with a knot or something at the end of it, and 

you take a newspaper and make little wads, and you shove it up in there, and 

then you shove the rod through there and it makes a big pop sound. [Laughter] 

That kinda stuff. We messed with junebugs. You ever heard of junebugs? 

P: Yeah. 

E: Tie a string on the end. As they fly around, you hold them. [Laughter] People 

used a lot of cotton for sewing. We always waited for the cotton spools to come 

out. You notch each end of it, and after you do that, you find the right rubber 

band, you put a paper clip on one end, then you have a stick on the other end, 

and you just wind the stick up to wind the band up, let it roll from here to here. 

[Laughter] Lots of little things we’d do like that. Play marbles, was my favorite 

game, played marbles all the time in the summer. Horseshoe, shooting 

horseshoes. Always had catch. If we didn’t have enough people gathered, then 

usually Saturday or Sunday we got enough people together at somebody’s 

house. We had softball, that kind of thing. What other toys? Sometimes we would 

reconstruct toys that our parents had bought us or something. I guess we would 

call ourselves welders. Little plastic thing may break, and you’d go and get some 

glue and glue it back together, fix it back. Okay, now they got the toy. That kind 

of stuff we used to do. Supposedly making clocks—they never worked, but they 

had the face and they could just turn the hand. My mother used to use those 

clocks to help us learn how to tell time. There’s always something interesting to 

do. I guess I was getting into a little mischief sometimes. There was a local—I 

call it a corner store. We got in trouble once. We went and ordered. . . I think it’s 
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four cigarettes. The man knew us very well and he said, who you getting these 

for? We said, we’re getting it for cousin Earl. He said, don’t lie, ‘cause I’ll call your 

grandmamma and find out. He said, you sure? I said, yeah. So we lied and went 

down the road, went around the side of the house, and we were sitting there 

passing this cigarette back and forth. Of course, my grandmother caught us and I 

was in big trouble for a while. Every now and then, we got in trouble like that 

doing something. We’d go fishing, too. We had a little freshwater pond next to us. 

We’d go fishing. When I was seven, got my first BB rifle. So did my cousin. I had 

J.C. Higgins from Montgomery-Ward, and he had a Daisy BB gun. Oh, we’d pack 

up our lunch and everything, we’re gonna go hunting. We’d hunt a lot during the 

summer. We weren’t allowed to shoot birds, though, so we would shoot lizards. 

That was a big highlight because you always—we liked to look forward to the 

mail because we were looking for those guns to come in. So we came in. That’s 

some of the basic toys we had, playing catch and all that stuff. We didn’t have 

basketball. I don’t think anybody even thought about it till I was maybe . . . in high 

school, middle of high school, sixteen. You’d go to high school, go in the gym, 

people are playing it. Not too many people have basketball rim. Go to somebody 

else’s house, play basketball. [Inaudible 1:14:15] Dodgeball, kickball, that kind of 

stuff. Play tag football, or touch football if you want to call it that. Everybody’s 

always wrestling, you know? You’d go and hear about a wrestler or get a chance 

to go see a wrestling match, and we would be in the yard wrestling with each 

other, so we thought we had moves and that kind of thing. So that’s toys. It’s 

different from today. Everybody had a pocketknife, but it was like maybe three 
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inches, sometimes they were longer but we never used them or even thought 

about violence. Your pocketknife was to sharpen your pencil or whittle things. It’s 

always for a use rather than violence. You take them to school now, you go to 

jail.  

P: Yeah. 

E: Yeah, but everybody had a pocketknife and it was not a big deal, I think. We 

were kind of discouraged, even when I was a kid. Like, we couldn’t shoot birds 

with a rifle, let alone shoot at somebody or something. Your privileges for the BB 

rifle would be gone. My uncle taught us how to shoot, maybe a .410 rifle, a real 

rifle, just to show us how to do it and what not to do. That was it, and we didn’t 

have any use of it anymore. That’s kind of what we did. Then when we got a toy 

it was a Tonka. Tonka toy? 

P: Oh. 

E: Yeah. I think I still have one, a Tonka dump truck. [Laughter] 

P: Really? 

E: I’m gonna pass it on to my grandchildren, tell ‘em to keep passing it down. 

Sometimes we keep little relics like that.  

P: Yeah. So it seemed like you had a lot of toys. But did you ever, like, help around 

the house when you were little? Did you have chores and stuff? 

E: Oh, yeah! We had chores every evening. We would bring in wood, split the 

timber because we had wood stoves. That was a given. You didn’t even think 
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about it. We got home from school, my grandmamma always had, like, leftover 

rolls. Got home from school, go and heat up the rolls, nice and warm, some jelly 

on ‘em? Oh! We’d eat a little bit and have something to drink, and then get the 

wood in before dark. Oh, wash days are Mondays. My grandmother had a well 

that was, I think it was about seventy-some feet deep. My mother had blood 

pressure problems; she couldn’t pull the water either, wasn’t supposed to. So on 

Monday mornings, we’d get up early—me and my two cousins—and we’d draw 

all the water ‘cause the washing machine, you got to fill it up. It was one of those 

washing machines that, yes, you plug it in but it didn’t have the cycles, change 

and drain the water, and put it out. So we got a bunch of tubs and put all the 

water in there so she had water and everything for washing. We had chores like 

that. I didn’t have a cow then on 17, but since I spent most of my time down at 

my grandmother’s, I got my cousin in trouble a lot because I wanted to milk the 

cow. That’s something else that my grandmother—we had to do. My older 

cousin, he’s in charge of that, but me and my other cousin were like a year apart. 

We wanted to go down and milk the cow. Oh, he says, no, you can’t do it, ‘cause 

you guys don’t know what to do. I finally got my turn at milking the cow, and I just 

started just holding the cow’s—mm-hm, but I wasn’t quite the deal. There’s an art 

to it. [Laughter] So, they finally let me do it again, and the bucket was full, just 

about. I can do it, I can do it. I yanked on the cow’s tits, and the cow kicked that 

bucket over, whole bucket of milk over. I didn’t get in any trouble because my 

grandmother always let me go, but my first cousin got it. Oh, I felt so bad. I said, I 

should’ve been the one getting fussed after, and getting a switch after about it. 
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But I left the cow alone. No more cows-milking. We had a horse, too. I remember 

my grandmother had, I guess you would call it, fancy horse and buggy. It had the 

little lights on the side, leather seats inside with the little, I guess you’d call it—

you know what they look like? The little buttons there?  

P: Mm-hm.  

E: Really nice. The valence-style curtain could pull back and close, little window in 

the back, regular top—convertible, I guess you would call it ‘cause you could 

take the top back in the summer. In the wintertime, you’d pull everything down. 

That was the greatest thing, to go for a ride. You could go quite a distance, too. 

Coming back at night, little lamplights on the side, that was really nice. You’d 

always look forward to a ride. She had that for, I guess we were five or six. That 

was really nice, Sunday afternoon ride. That was good. I never bothered the 

horse either, left him alone, but we had a horse. Matter of fact, during the early 

times, she had like six horses. They hooked ‘em up to the coach, and they’d go. 

My grandfather used to on Sundays, decorate the horse up. He had the little red, 

looked like feather things. [Laughter] I kinda missed that, when that was gone. 

That was fun. But there was a lot of old things we’d do.  

B: Does your family have any special traditions, during holidays or other special 

events? 

E: No. When I was coming up, we always had a Thanksgiving dinner, turkey, 

whatever, stuffing. We still do that, and my grandmother used to do it. My mother 

did it until they passed. Christmas was special for us. You know, my family’s 
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dying out and the young ones, my kids are coming and they’re taking the same 

traditions, but we always had fried oysters on Christmas morning, along with the 

rest of the trimmings. But a part of breakfast was fried oysters on Christmas 

morning. That’s one we keep up. Birthdays! [Laughter] We would have a little 

gathering for birthdays. My mother used to fuss after me, in a nice way—and my 

dad, too, he says, I know very well that he knows that there is no Santa Claus. I 

never gave up. [Laughter] I knew better. I said, no! There’s a Santa Claus and 

I’m looking forward to a gift under the tree on Christmas. And they always bought 

me things. They wanted to give me money and I said, oh, no. I want to get a gift 

from Santa Claus, so you all can keep your money. It’s just family gatherings, 

and sometimes spur-of-the-moment ones. Sometimes if they haven’t seen each 

other for a while, my relatives and cousins, they just all get together and have a 

nice dinner, and pies and homemade ice cream. [Laughter] 

B: Oh, wow. 

E: Oh, yeah. Homemade ice cream always was a hit. It still is. So that’s homemade 

ice cream, yeah. That’s about some of the main things for tradition. Of course, 

you had to go to church on Sunday mornings. That was a must. I got a little older, 

got my license, and hang out kind of late on Saturday night. No sleeping in! 

[Laughter] Gotta get going! 

P: What church did your family go to? 

E: It’s called Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Churchview up here. My grandfather, he 

helped purchase land for that church. I think he was a deacon, trustee. I came 
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up, me and my cousins, I think all of us would have been superintendents of the 

Sunday school at one time or another. I still teach the adult class, that’s 

something I like doing. So I still teach.  

P: Yeah. 

E: I think I found my niche going to church. Always wanted to do something in 

church. I wasn’t one who wanted to sit feet in the floor, and listen at the minister. 

I sure didn’t like that because I wasn’t doing something. I like doing things. In my 

later days, I came back and I taught the [Inaudible 1:26:21] and then the young 

people’s class. The man who used to teach the adult class, he said he’s gonna 

give it up ‘cause his health was bothering him, so he recommended me to be the 

adult teacher and I’ve been it ever since. That’s what I’ve got going there. We 

have Easter. Oh, Easter egg hunts! Churches have them, some of the 

community centers have them, but I don’t know. My wife reinitiated the Easter 

egg hunt. We used to have it a long time ago. After we had kids, we started 

having a little Easter egg hunt for them. So now it’s every year, when Easter 

comes, we have our kids and grandkids, neighbors. It’s mostly a family thing and 

then they’re gonna bring two or three other people. So we have an Easter egg 

hunt every year. [Laughter] And then a big dinner. My sister in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, she comes, brings two grandkids and brings her daughter. Whole 

line. Sometimes we have a big yard full of people. It’s kind of interesting. I have a 

lady that lives in the neighborhood, she came and she said, wow, I’m going out 

here and participating in this Easter egg hunt. She’s like seventy-nine years old, 

and she was just out there turning things up.  
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[Laughter]  

E: It was so funny. Wow. So it’s getting to be a big thing for us. That’s another 

tradition. 

P: So do you have your big family gatherings here in Middlesex? 

E: Some of them, like the traditional ones I told you. 

P: Okay. 

E: For the last three years, we’ve been going to Delaware or Philadelphia to my 

sister’s for the children’s Thanksgiving and Christmas. But we’re getting older, 

cook up all this food, and I felt like a caterer carrying it to Pennsylvania or even 

Delaware and then pack up the junk and bring it back, and not even eat the food 

with them. I said, I want to be at home again. So we’re going to be at home this 

year, for a change. Looking forward to it. 

P: That’s nice, yeah. 

B: Now, with all these traditions, you were saying how you sort of pass them on to 

your children. 

E: Well, it seems like they sort of adopted them. [Laughter] 

B: Yeah, right. 

E: Wasn’t encouraging it, just, it’s based on our traditions. Last week, we got a note 

from our oldest daughter. She’s forty-two, and she sent us a list of what she 

wants on the menu for Thanksgiving. And we just laughed. [Laughter] I know my 

wife usually goes right along with what she wants, and our youngest daughter in 
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South Carolina: Mom, are you gonna have pig feet this year? We gotta have 

some of those! And she says, no, I’m not messing with those things. She says, 

come on, Mom! I noticed my wife had bought some pigs’ feet, put in the freezer 

for Thanksgiving. So they are insisting that we do this basically, and we don’t 

really mind. So that’s the holiday stuff. But they just keep it going. I said, we 

aren’t gonna have Easter egg hunts, and I said, you guys are getting too big for 

that. The older they get, the more they like it. 

[Laughter] 

P: That’s funny. 

B: Do you see any significant difference between the way you and even your 

generation were raised, as opposed to how then you raised your children? 

E: Oh, yeah. 

B: Yeah? 

E: Yeah, I look at my own kids. Well, they go off and on to church. I got one that 

goes regular, but my oldest daughter, she doesn’t attend church and she doesn’t 

encourage the kids to attend church. But my granddaughter wants to know, so 

she’s gonna go now. But my granddaughter asked her to go to church once. She 

says, okay, I’ll take you! So she carried her to church and they stayed fifteen 

minutes. She says, now you’ve been so let’s go. That kind of thing, you know? 

We’re always arguing about it. I said, you should let your kids go. So she’s 

gradually mellowing. 
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P: Sure. 

E: But I see, in general, kids tell parents what to do. [Laughter] Oh, do you feel like 

going to church today? Or whatever. Oh, what do you want? Do you feel like you 

want to wear this? Oh, no. In my family always coming up, there wasn’t a lot of 

choice in a lot of things. My daughter, she raised Cain ‘cause she wanted to start 

dating at fifteen. I said, well, you need to be at least sixteen. And I said, well, your 

friends can come to my house, and I’ll watch TV while you guys are out there. 

[Laughter] 

E: The kids coming along. She let her daughter start dating at fifteen and fourteen, 

really. She didn’t think that was a big deal. I’m not going to do it like you all did 

me, Mama. No, [inaudible 1:33:14].  

[Laughter] 

E: Oh, well. Gonna see more and more of that, and I guess the law has a little 

something to do with it, too.  

P: Yeah. 

B: Yeah. 

E: I talked to a buddy of mine, he lives in Maryland. He was telling me something 

about his sons. I said, why don’t you sit ‘em down and discipline ‘em? He said, 

oh, you gotta be careful how you put your hands on your kids now. They’ll call 

child abuse on you. Well, I said, you know, some things are just worth going to 

jail.  
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[Laughter] 

E: Judge comes and I say, they’re yours, judge! Yeah. 

B: Were you disciplined in that fashion by your parents? 

E: Beatings and things like that? 

B: Sure. 

E: Oh, yeah. I think I got one every day for something. But it wasn’t like, really, a 

punishment. I tell you no, and you keep on, you got a little switch now. [Laughter] 

I think I got the beating mostly because you were told to go out and break a 

switch down and bring it in, you know you’re gonna get beat with it. So, just break 

it up so much that when she goes to give you a whack and all, it just falls to the 

floor. [Laughter] So you had to go get another one, and then you a got a little 

harsher whacking.  

[Laughter] 

E: No, there was always something going on. Thing is now, I got more beatings for 

talking back to adults, and I wasn’t sassy. They would be telling me things, and if 

it was wrong, I would say, no, that’s not true! So they’d go tell my parents that I 

sassed ‘em, and I got a beating for nothing, basically. I guess out of respect, they 

said, well, I gotta give you a beating. That wasn’t too cool neither. I found that to 

be a lot, and that was when I got beatings for a lot. I was at the barber shop 

and—oh, that’s something else that’s changed. I hear parents saying, you don’t 

touch my child. I’m the only one to touch ‘em. I was at the barbershop once, and I 
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finished getting my haircut so I was standing outside waiting for my father to 

come. So I see him and get in the truck and go home with him, but a neighbor of 

mine came by and. . . he asked me, what was I doing standing out there hanging 

around? I said, oh, I’m waiting for my father. He said, I should give you a good 

beating, hanging out here like this. I said, no, sir, I don’t think you’re gonna have 

to do it today. [Laughter] Told my father, truck came, he was there, that boy 

sassed me. I get in the truck and I thought he was gonna maybe beat me, but he 

didn’t. He said, don’t worry about it. You did not do anything wrong; you’re fine. I 

guess that was the normal when I was coming up, you know? Somebody see a 

child doing something, they might give you a spanking. If they felt that was the 

way—they said I was a spoiled child, I guess my grandmother tried to spoil me, 

but I never really took it on. And so, there were some people who just felt that I 

needed to—see, I’d be out in this, they’d come up to me, and it’d be an older 

person. They’d say, you know what you need? And I’d say, huh? You need 

somebody to give you a good tail-beating. Of course, I don’t think so. Only my 

parents beat me. They’d go home and say you’re sassing. My parents eventually 

got the idea and they stopped giving me a little beating about that. My mother, I 

know, was just doing it, I guess, to appease people. So, you know, a little small 

snap. I would walk off smiling. I said, gee, that wasn’t a beating, but I didn’t say 

anything.  

B: [Laughter] Yeah. Yeah. 

E: Yeah. But that’s basically what—life was still good. Yeah. That’s a little bit about 

my childhood. 
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B: No, that was wonderful. I believe, though, we are running short on time, so we’re 

going to bring this to a close. So unless you have any parting words you’d like to 

give to us, we can conclude this interview. 

E: Yeah. Call me if you have other questions. 

 [Laughter] 

B: Absolutely. 

E: Thank you. 

P: Thank you so much! 

B: Again, it’s October 23, 2014, and that concludes this interview.  

[End of interview] 
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